
 
 

Progression of History Vocabulary 

 

  

Progression of History Vocabulary 

FS Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
• now 

• next 

• old 

• new 

• ago 

• past  

• today 

• tomorrow 

• now 

• yesterday 

• then 

• after 

• before   

• When I was little 

• A long time ago 

• Before I was born 

• then/now 

• event 

• explain 

• source 

• predict 

• evidence 

• famous 

• celebrate 

• sequence 

• recent 

• remember 

• same/different 

• past 

• present  

• future  
 

• When I was 
younger 

• chronological 

• earlier 

• later 

• local area 

• When my 
grandparents 
were young 

• research 

• timeline 

• historical event 

• artefact 

• similiarities 

• differences  

• ancient  

• modern 

• BC/AD  

• decade  

• ancient  

• century  

• period  

• Brits  

• settlers  

• settlement  

• invaders/invasion  

• conquer(ed)  

• combat  

• archaeologists  

• excavate  

• evidence 

• information  

• finding skills  

• Historian 

• historical 

• millennium 

• thousands of years 

• recent history  

• time difference  

• shape our lives  

• religious 
differences  

• wealthy / poor  

• items  

• accurate 
picture of the 
past  

• version  

• historical 
argument  

• point of view 

• comparison  

• role of Britain  

• Christian values  

• crime  

• punishment  

• hypothesis 

• influence 

• societies  

• summarise  

• major influence  

• world history  

• civilizations  

• changes/ 
continuity  

• persuade  

• viewpoint  

• propaganda 

• significant 

• interpretations 

Challenging Vocab - Greater Depth  
Y1 words • chronological 

• historical event 

• When mummy and 
daddy were little 

• Before/after 

• eye witness 
account 

• locality 

• democracy 

• Historian 

• Succeed/ 

• succession 

• bloodshed 

• distress 

• war 

• way of life 

• inventions 

• impact 

•  

• specific features 
of a time period 
(e.g. weaponry/ 
medicine)  

• plague 

• healthcare 

• advancements  

• causes in history  

• British Empire  

• relationships  

• mono-cultural/ 
multicultural 
society   



 
 

Specific Vocabulary 

Y1 – Time Travellers Y2 – People of the Past Y3 – Scavengers & Settlers  Y4 – Temples, 
Tombs & Treasures 

Y5 – The Great, the 
Bold & the Brave 

Y6 - 900 CE 

● 17th Century  
● London  
● Pudding Lane  
● St Paul’s Cathedral  
● River Thames  
● diary  
● Britain  
● capital city  
● bakery  
● Architect 
● Lord Mayor  
● Sir Christopher Wren  
● monument  
● burning 
● leather bucket 
● axe 
● Samuel Pepys 
● Plague 
● Rebuilt 
● Tower of London 
● Eyewitness 

 

● Exploration 
● Explorer 
● Inventor  
● Discovery 
● Sailor 
● Captain 
● Location 
● Travelled 
● Ceremony 
● Expedition 
● Circumnavigate 
● Unchartered 
● President 
● Prime minister 
● Ruler 
● Scroll 
● Vaccine  
● Significant  

 

● Neolithic  
● Palaeolithic  
● Mesolithic 
● chronology  
● tribal  
● hunter-gatherers  
● Skara Brae  
● Stonehenge  
● Bronze Age 
● prehistory 
● Nomad 
● homosapiens 
● pelt 
● beaker 
● smelting 
● paleontologist  
● artefact 
● fossil 
● migration 
● prehistoric 
● species 
● ancestors 
● settlement 
● Britons 
● Druid tribe 
● Hillfort 
● Conquest 
● Emperor 
● Hadrian 
● Stonehenge  

● pharaoh  
● tomb  
● pyramid  
● hieroglyphs  
● vizier  
● scribe  
● sarcophagus  
● mummy  
● papyrus  
● scarab  
● amulet 
● Canopic jar 
● after-life 
● irrigation 
● Shaduf 
● sphinx 
● oasis 
● Egyptologist 
● Ankh 
● barter 
● Rosetta Stone 
● Civilization 
● Mythology 
● River Nile 
● Mummification 
● Archaeologist 
● Tutankhamun  
● Cartouche  
● Burial chamber 

 

● philosophy  
● Athenians  
● Spartans  
● democracy  
● Olympics  
● plague  
● truce 
● Zeus  
● loincloth  
● Apollo  
● Sacred  
● truce  
● temple  
● Acropolis 
● Parthenon 
● marathon 
● citizen 
● alphabet 
● tragedy  
● mythology 
● slave 
● Amphitheatre 
● barbarian 
● conquer 
● myth 
● emperor 
● gladiator 
● legend 
● legion  
● Philosopher 
● Sparta 
● Athens 
● Gods (Zeus, Apollo 

etc)  
● The Trojan Horse 

● codice  
● Chichen Itza  
● cacao 
● ajaw  
● Kukulkán  
● pok-ta-pok  
● huipil  
● kin  
● uinal  
● Popol Vuh 
● Ahau 
● dynasty 
● maize 
● codex 
● hieroglyphics 
● Haab 
● Tzolk’in 
● BCE 
● CE 
● decline 
● Empire 
● Glyph 
● Invader 
● Kingdom 
● Leader 
● Noble 
● Ruins 
● Slave 
● Society 
● Worship 
● Calendars 
● Civilization 
● Civilisation 
● Maya 
● Mexico 



 
 

 

 

 ● Archaeologist 
● Pyramid 
● Sacrifice 
● temple 
● Ogiso 
● Ogasa 
● Edo 
● Yoruba 
● Animists 
● merchants 
● Benin City wall 
● warriors 
● Edo princess 
● priest  


